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In Summary 

Please note, that to allow for excitement to build, we compile and distribute this guide prior to the final 

field being declared.  Historically the top 40 in the race are likely to hold their ground, but it is possible 

that a couple may withdraw.  We have included assessments of those horses that might make the field 

who currently aren’t in, but if there are any changes then be sure to note the names of the horses below 

(which won’t change) and not the racecard numbers (which might). 

OK, so a select few readers might like to pile through the extended write-up that follows – but most will 

just want to know the answer.  So here goes for a 1-2-3-4 for the 2018 Grand National: 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

If you’d like to know why, then read on… 

 

1st:    Seeyouatmidnight    14/1 

2nd:   Houblon des Obeaux   40/1 

3rd:   Tiger Roll     14/1  

4th:   Milansbar     33/1 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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The Race 

Four and a half miles, 30 huge fences and 40 runners – there is no race quite like the Aintree Grand 

National. 

 

                 

 

The race, the track, and the meeting has had a huge makeover since nearly folding in the mid-Seventies.  

I saw my first National in the flesh when West Tip won in 1985, by which time the fixture was 8 years 

into its recovery – you wouldn’t have known.  The stands were wooden and ramshackle, attendance was 

low until the National itself – but I didn’t care, it was my first National and I had the winner, how easy 

was that – the innocence of youth. 

I last attended a few years ago when Neptune Collonges won.  No winner for me that day – but what a 

meeting this now is.  The facilities are superb, the racing is top notch, and the crowds are huge – a little 

startling on “Ladies Day”, and a little too numerous on National Day perhaps, but great fun. 

The biggest transformation though is to the race itself.  Justly concerned by issues of animal welfare, 

there have been amendments to the course, with the flattening and raising of the landing area at 

Becher’s Brook being the most profound.   

The changes to the fences themselves have been the most impactful.  These fences used to have solid 

wooden pole cores, dressed in birch, which allowed a small margin for brushing across the top, but get 

any lower and there would be no escape.  Now the inner core is a hardened plastic.  It still represents a 

jumping challenge, but the fences are much more merciful to a slightly low trajectory. 

Since 1990, 75% of all fallers in the race come to grief at one of the first 6 fences (mostly on the first 

circuit).  The first fence and the sixth (Becher’s) claim the most with just over 20% each.  This is due to 

the speed of the race in its early stages and the cluttered field of 40 runners.  If you are clear over 

Becher’s on the first circuit, you can usually hope to cheer your horse all the way to the line. 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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The Trends 

This used to be a race with very well defined trends – the Goldilocks approach usually did the trick.  The 

winner was not too old, not too young; not too much weight, not too little; not too long in the betting, 

not too short.  In fact, anything around 14/1 to 25/1 aged 8-11, carrying 10st 5 to 11st would narrow 

down most National fields. 

You will still see trend followers clinging to historical norms, but the redesign of the course has been a 

real trend-buster, and taking only recent years into account you can pretty much draw a line through 

the value of trend analysis. 

 

 

Mon Mome’s 100/1 win in 2009 started a trend-busting run of results since course changes came into 

play.  Did I back him?  Of course I did…..the year before when he was 10th at 28/1…. 

 

Until 2009, only 2 of the previous 25 winners carried 11st or more, since then its 5 out of 9.  You could 

argue that the handicapper’s tactics are seeing more runners carrying such weights and that the easier 

course makes for a more class-driven outcome.  I’d simply say that the cumulative effect of the changes 

is to open the race up to any weight band. 

We’ve had dodgy jumpers like Aurora’s Encore and Pineau De Re prevail, and the average SP of the last 

10 years has been 28/1 – it was 14/1 for the previous 10 years.  That tells us the market is finding it 

harder to identify the winner – again a symptom of the breaking of old trends. 

There are no longer any hard and fast rules.  Winners now come from anywhere. 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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The Runners 

1.        THUNDER AND ROSES        

Not actually the top-weight but is a later substitute for original number 1 Minella Rocco.  Will be 

carrying just 10st 5lbs.  Was one of our fancies at a big price last year and was bowling along nicely near 

the front after a mile or so when knocked over by a loose horse.  He may well have smashed a mirror as 

it has been all bad luck since, and he fell on both his last two outings which doesn’t augur well.  Yet still 

he won a soft ground Irish National in the past, and for the same reasons as last year he makes our long 

list even if recent efforts hardly inspire confidence. 

2.       BLACKLION         

Trainer Nigel Twiston-Davies is no stranger to Grand National success, and this horse could arguably 

have added to his tally last year.  Was going supremely well 3 out where jockey Noel Fehily elected to 

kick on and win the race.  That worked for a while, but not long enough and he was caught to finish 4th.  

He won the Becher chase here under top weight in December, but was hugely disappointing last time at 

Haydock when 2nd of two finishers beaten 54l.  Has had a wind operation, we know he loves the course, 

and his bound to be ridden more conservatively this time.  All that said he is now rated 161, and that’s a 

lot of weight for a small horse around here.  A place perhaps but it is a mighty task to win. 

3.     ANIBALE FLY         

Ran a lifetime best last time when 3rd in the Cheltenham Gold Cup, form which came after these weights 

were framed, and were he to be reassessed would be asked to carry 9lbs more.  Those maths alone have 

propelled him near the market head.  I am more inclined to think this is his rating.  The Gold Cup was a 

proper duel and many got burnt away, with this fella probably flattered a touch to hit 3rd in a 

disintegrating field.  He has though always shown a touch of class, but that Gold Cup run was his furthest 

yet and this marathon trip under a big weight for a horse who fell two outings ago looks too much of an 

ask. 

4.     THE LAST SAMURAI         

Last year’s 16th was a blip on an otherwise exceptional course record, most recently augmented by a 

runner-up slot behind Blaklion in the Becher.  Was second in this race in 2016 and is one of those most 

likely to get around and get in the mix.  That said, his handicap mark is stubbornly still 159, a full 10lbs 

above his 2016 mark and it would be a surprise if that have him the room for progression to win this 

thing, but a top 10 looks assured, and outside prospects of a place with those paying a deep frame. 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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5.     VALSEUR LIDO         

Was once a Gold Cup prospect when chasing home Vautour in the 2016 Ryanair Chase.  A year out from 

Dec 2016 to Dec 2017 hasn’t helped and the horse who has returned from injury has yet to show the 

class of his pre-injury self.  His regressive form means he carries 5lbs more here than he would if the 

weights were reframed to current ratings.  Connections are more than capable of random wins with 

their multi-shot tactics, but this would be more random than most. 

6.      TOTAL RECALL         

Moved to Willie Mullins at the start of the year and has never looked back.  Used a generous mark of 

147 to win the hotly contested Ladbroke Chase at Newbury in December. The rise here to a mark of 156 

looks justified, and he was showing that in the Gol Cup last time until exiting at the 3rd last.  He may not 

have finished ahead of Anibale Fly that day, but there probably wouldn’t have been too much in it.  He 

will probably be the better suited of those two to this marathon trip, but this will be a huge test of his 

jumping credentials and 3 failures in 9 chasing efforts is a worrying stat facing these colossal fences. 

7.       ALPHA DES OBEAUX        

Was the only horse to give the great Thistlecrack a race in the 2016 Stayers Hurdle.  Chasing has not 

been as kind, with even his 6th of 10 in the Irish Gold Cup last time actually being the last of 6 finishers.  

It is not so long ago that he was at his best, and this marathon trip was always likely to suit, and canny 

connections Mouse Morris and leading lady rider Rachael Blackmore are enough to stop crossing out 

with the permanent marker.  Can’t quite see him pulling it off, but would be less of a shock than some 

others. 

8.      PERFECT CANDIDATE        

Was in pretty good form before pulling up in this race last year off a mark of 156.  Has only received 2lbs 

of leniency and doesn’t look in such good form this time around so hard to see why he will do any better 

than last year’s dismal effort.  Trainer Fergal O’Brien is no fool, but his yard are not quite in the form 

they were when this one won at Cheltenham in November.  Not one to rely on. 

9.      SHANTOU FLYER         

Looked like he struggled to stay the trip when pulled up in this last year off 156.  Has a pretty much 

matching weight this time around but is in much better form for new stable Richard Hobson.  Was 

particularly impressive when closing down Coo Star Sivola at Cheltenham last time, just failing to get up, 

a performance that has him officially 4lbs well in.  Jockey James Bowen is the teenage find of the season 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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and this generally safe jumper has a much better prospect than last year.  Could be interesting at a good 

price with bookies who pay the extra places. 

10.       TENOR NIVERNAIS        

The biggest outsider in this year’s race.  Goes well on the likely soft ground and has a free-going style 

that should suit.  His stable have just burst into peak form, and he would have a chance on his best form.  

That has looked some way off, and he is 5lbs higher here than his current rating.  Looked like he didn’t 

stay in last year’s race, and although stable form and underhoof conditions demand attention, another 

fading effort late on looks likely. 

11.       CARLINGFORD LOUGH        

A 12yo veteran who may be coming to this race two years too late.  He has been a top-class horse in the 

past, winning an Irish Gold Cup, and although well beaten in the 2016 Cheltenham Gold Cup I have 

rarely seen a horse finish so well after a mid-race sulk.  Unfortunately, form has tapered off with age.  

There has been some forgiveness at the weights, slipping down a stone to today’s mark of 152.  He can 

be a sticky jumper, and these fences will be a bit of make-or-break in that department.  On quicker 

ground he would have held some big price appeal, but off this surface he may find his jumping 

technique tested to destruction. 

12.     DELUSIONOFGRANDEUR        

Well named as he only inherits racecard number 12 from a late non-runner having initially been number 

42.  Should be one of the traditionally madcap front runners that provides early shape to the race.  A 

non-staying effort over 4 miles on soft ground at Mussleburgh last time suggests he won’t be adding to 

the late shape of the race. 

13.     TIGER ROLL         

Now a three time Cheltenham Festival winner having lifted stamina tests as a juvenile (Triumph hurdle), 

a novice chaser (4m NH chase) and this year on the 4m cross country course.  Purportedly not a lover of 

soft ground, he coped well with it at Cheltenham albeit the pace of the race around that obstacle course 

will not be anything like this race.  Has the fantastic Davy Russell in the saddle, and although only a small 

horse, rather like Blaklion, he is a nimble and assured jumper who should get around.  Stays really well 

and has a big chance.  A rating of 150 is no giveaway and puts him quite close to the Gold Cup horses, 

but stamina counts for a lot and this is a major contender who we see in the frame. 

14.      REGAL ENCORE         

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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You never know quite what to expect from this fella as he definitely has two ways of running.  He was at 

his best when winning at Ascot last time, and fairly close to it when 8th in this race last year.  That was 

pretty decent as he was a long way back through most of the race.  He doesn’t mind soft ground, and 

now he has seen these fences he may be able to lay up a little better.  He is exactly the kind of horse 

who could decide to have a going day and spring a surprise.  Worth keeping an eye on. 

15.      VIEUX LION ROUGE        

Was one of the favourites for this last year off the back of a precocious 7th in 2016 at the age of 7.  He 

faded that year, but a year of strengthening appeared to matter not one jot as he repeated the late race 

fade again last year to finish 6th.  He is now 2lbs lower having not shown the same kind of form this 

season as he had in the run up to last year’s race.  This though will have been the target all year and he 

probably doesn’t deserve to be ignored as much as he seems to have been.  Soft ground may once again 

take a late toll but a top 10 finish could be on the cards again. 

16.      CHASE THE SPUD        

Won a Midlands National in the mud last year, and was again victorious in heavy ground at Haydock on 

seasonal debut this year.  His mark has gone up a lot as a result, and two subsequent runs both saw him 

pulled up in tow of racing’s most gruelling tests, the Welsh national and the Eider chase.  Doesn’t look 

likely to bounce back in this company and could be adding a “P” to his sequence. 

17.      WARRIORS TALE         

Whilst he unseated on seasonal debut he is generally a good jumper.  Since then he has had two narrow 

defeats when just worried out of things late on, going down by a neck at Newbury and a head at 

Doncaster.  He is up a couple of pounds for those efforts but he has room to improve and looks 

generously priced.  The big question mark will be stamina, and even though it was 3 miles last time, that 

was around the easy Doncaster track.  I expect him to go well but would be surprised if he has the 

stamina for the long haul off the home bend. 

18.         SEEYOUATMIDNIGHT        

Formerly a decent staying hurdler with a liking for very soft ground, he looked a prospective National 

horse throughout a good novice chase career in 2016.  Injuries have been the issue though since pulling 

up at Haydock in Oct 16, with one run in Mar 17, and then another year off before a good 3rd at 

Newbury recently.  Has been well backed off the back of a big money purchase by new owners in the 

race build-up.  Has run third in a Scottish National, has the excellent Brian Hughes on board and bids to 

be Scotland’s 2nd winner in a row after One For Arthur last year. Has to be on a shortlist, and a light 

campaign clearly struck gold for several high profile Cheltenham winners this year. Our No 1. 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
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19.           GAS LINE BOY         

Really took to the race when running a blinder last year for 5th place.  Has since won again over these 

fences over a much shorter trip in December.  Is on a 4lb higher mark than last year but that doesn’t 

look too prohibitive.  His form seems to have held up this year even at the veteran age of 12.  His 

jumping can sometimes be a bit dodgy – he fell at the first when making his debut in this race, but I 

expect a run much like last year’s, and if we get a softer surface that can only suit.  May prefer if this was 

4 rather than 4.5 miles but should be in the mix. 

20.         THE DUTCHMAN        

Looked like a progressive horse when decimating a good field at Haydock with the kind of bold jumping 

front running effort that had Aintree written all over it.  Went up 13lbs for that and immediately blotted 

the copybook by pulling up after only 11 fences when trying to repeat the dose in Haydock’s Grand 

National Trail.  That is not the best effort to be coming here off, and also robbed us of the chance to 

assess his stamina at marathon trips.  Looks priced a little bit short given the doubts. 

21.         PLEASANT COMPANY        

Looked likely to be a player in this race last year, and that was certainly the impression for three 

quarters of the race but then a mistake at Valentine’s left him chasing the leaders and he never quite 

got back into it finishing 9th.  This season has been a write-off finishing well beaten at Leopardstown and 

then pulled up in the Gowran mud.  Willie Mullins is a genius and off a mark a pound lower than last 

year he could have a chance at a decent price.  That said he gives the impression that he may not want it 

too soft, and that could be his undoing. 

22.        UCELLO CONTI         

Was 6th in this as a youngster two years ago and was fancied to do better last year.  Had moved quietly 

along and had a nice mid position when getting undone by second Becher’s.  He ran a blindingly good 

2nd in the big Leopardstown Christmas handicap, but was bogged down in a terrible Gowran Park in 

January.   May again go well for a long way, but he faded badly when he was 6th here, and this test looks 

likely to be just as gruelling.  I am never happy to rule out one of Gordon Elliott’s but his win chances 

probably don’t quite deserve this price. 

23.          SAINT ARE         

9th, 2nd, pulled up then 3rd are outstanding past race results and he has established himself as a National 

regular.  The massive price this year is partly due to loss of form, but mostly due to conditions.  His one 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
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National failure came on the softest ground of the four attempts, and if anything the ground promises to 

be softer still this year.  Never one to write off completely, but whilst he delivered on our suspicions of 

an each way chance last year, it looks like the rain gods are against him this time. 

24.          WALK IN THE MILL        

The last of the substitutes, had been running well in early season, but struggled last time when faced 

with a long trip in the mud at Haydock, pulling up behind a few of these.  Unfortunately for him, these 

conditions look much more likely to match those of that Haydock blow out than his earlier best efforts. 

25.         RAZ DU MAREE         

The oldest runner in the race, but no old-timer as he showed when winning last time in the Welsh 

National.  Finished 8th here in 2014 but didn’t get around last year.  Can be hit and miss with his jumping 

and he will need 30 misses and no hits here.  That said he is a marathon mudlark specialist and tehse 

conditions will hold no fears for him.  Unlike many here connections will have been rain-dancing for 

weeks.  Ha a big chance if he gets into a good jumping rhythm. 

26.          I JUST KNOW         

Looked a potential Aintree type when boldly making all in the North Yorkshire National at Catterick.  

That is a run of more style than substance and a 14lb rise in the weights looks prohibitive.  Beaten since 

over hurdles, but that’s not his game.  Stable jockey Danny Cook will be looking to have him handy from 

the off and he should have a fun ride.  That rise in the weights may be too much in this company. 

27.             VIRGILIO         

Loves Aintree in general, although yet to try his luck over these big fences.  Would have probably have 

preferred a better surface, and has yet to prove his stamina for a test like this. Looks likely to take his 

chances, but unlikely to trouble the leaders. 

28.           BAIE DES ILES         

Has been all the rage to provide the superb Katie Walsh with a first female jockey ridden winner of the 

Grand National.  She herself is a mare, a grey and only 7yo.  All this is a trends analysts nightmare as this 

one would be busting every rule in the book.  But she could.  She loves the likely testing going, and stays 

very well.  Her 3rd at Punchestown was initially disappointing but looks better after the first two home 

both went close in the Irish National.  A mark of 145 looks ok, she is a precocious French bred and her 

relative youth is offset by plenty of jumping experience. Not without a chance of making history. 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel


Grand National Guide 2018 

 

Daniel Watkins        www.lapoftheodds.com    Twitter    Facebook Page 11 

29.           MAGGIO         

Won a handicap chase on this card on soft ground two years ago by a wide margin.  Evidently enjoys the 

venue and finally makes it to the big event at the age of 13.  Probably shouldn’t be the kind of price he is 

as this ground and conditions could suit.  Generally a good jumper and was ok last time at Down Royal in 

a race he couldn’t win.  Lack of experience at marathon trips is the worry, but there are worse monster 

long shots. 

30.            PENDRA         

Has a touch of class, and some history in the race having come 13th two year ago.  Didn’t look like he 

stayed well enough that day, and although very lightly raced since, wasn’t at his best at Cheltenham last 

time and the rain looks unlikely to help his cause.  Jockey Aidan Coleman is one of the best in the 

business but he will need to pull a rabbit out of the hat here. 

31.         BUYWISE         

A renowned rogue who has blundered away many a winning chance.  Defied all expectations when 

jumping around here to finish 12th two years ago.  Has been in decent form this season including a fine 

win at Sandown.  This mark is 6lbs lower than that last run in the race, but that is less the issue than 

stamina.  He gets 3 miles pretty well these days having started his career at 2m4f, but didn’t look to last 

the course here before and will have even softer ground to deal with this time. 

32.           CHILDRENS LIST        

It is pretty rare to draw a line through one trained by Willie Mullins, but this looks like a genuine long 

shot.    A very lightly raced 8yo, this will be only his 5th run over fences and I would imagine will come as 

a bit of a shock.  Looks rated off a spurious piece of form with Irish Gold Cup winner Edwulf and maybe a 

few pounds too high in general.  Couldn’t cope with a staying trip in the mud at Punchestown and faces 

that supersized here. 

33.            LORD WINDERMERE        

A former Gold Cup winner racing off 144 sounds too good to be true – and it probably is.  Did manage a 

decent 7th in this race last year, and that was a pretty good effort.  His only run since was a fall here in 

the Becher in December half way around.  Definitely in the veteran bracket now, but not wholly ruled 

out so hold on to your ticket if you draw him in the work sweepstake. 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
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34.           CAPTAIN REDBEARD        

Has been steadily progressive for the Coltherds, trainer Stuart and jockey Sam, winning two of his last 

three.  Was impressive in victory at Haydock before being well beaten by The Dutchman back there next 

time.  By the sire Bach, and having owned one of those a while back it is astonishing to see one tackling 

such a test of stamina and resolutions.  Looks pretty short in the betting but hard to see just why, I will 

be surprised if he digs in when it gets tough. 

35.          HOUBLON DES OBEAUX       

Has racked up 38 chase runs and is still just 11.  Loves to bowl along on a flattish track on softish ground 

and these conditions should be right up his alley.  Has shown some form on occasion this season and his 

third at Ascot last time was pretty reasonable.  Finished 10th last year from a mile back, and the softer 

ground this year may help.  The Venetia Williams stable is in flying form and he could be a lively outsider 

and a cracking each way bet. 

36.            BLESS THE WINGS        

Another of the veterans here and finally getting a shot at this race.  Has recent form that reads like a 

postcode, 6PP1FP.  Has twice been runner up in the Irish National but pulled up there last time when the 

ground was much softer than in previous efforts.  That could be his undoing here as although a generally 

good jumper, he looks better on good ground.  That said he has always looked worth a shot at this race 

and has snuck in at last.  Jockey Jack Kennedy is an excellent pilot, but conditions may be his undoing. 

37.           MILANSBAR         

A mud-loving slogger who should enjoy these conditions.  Has come through a gruelling run of races at 

Warwick, Newcastle and Uttoxeter.  They may have left a mark, however he still looked good at 

Uttoxeter.  The best of those efforts was a wide margin bold jumping win at Warwick which also 

happened to be his only run for jockey sensation Bryony Frost.  She gets the leg up again here and if 

they hit it off once more then a bold jumping effort in the mud could offer up an exciting bet.  I am not 

sure he had quite the class to win, but he is a real contender. 

38.           FINAL NUDGE         

Another mudlark who will have been happy to see the rain.  Has looked ready to win after an eye-

catching 2nd at Wincanton, but keeps flattering to deceive with a 3rd in the Welsh National, a 5th at 

Sandown and then a 9th at Cheltenham.  He does love these conditions and stays well but his best form 

tends to be early and mid season, so this may not be his day. 

http://www.lapoftheodds.com/
https://twitter.com/Lapoftheodds
https://www.facebook.com/Lapoftheodds-1213180435461315/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel


Grand National Guide 2018 

 

Daniel Watkins        www.lapoftheodds.com    Twitter    Facebook Page 13 

39.           DOUBLE ROSS        

Familiar and busy 12yo.  Has converted to staying trips in recent seasons, but one previous effort in this 

race saw him pulled up in soft ground.  Ran a pretty good 4th at Cheltenham last time, but the suspicion 

from 2016 that he doesn’t see out this trip is likely to be confirmed in the potentially arduous 

conditions.  Will run well for a lap and a half, but probably no further. 

40.           ROAD TO RICHES        

Was a quality chaser finishing 3rd in the Gold Cup in 2015 and 2nd in the Ryanair in 2016.  That is now 

ancient history as his form has tailed off startlingly since then including being pulled up in the mud at 

Punchestown last time.  In fairness his handicap rating has moved accordingly, slipping down to today’s 

142, almost 25lbs down from his peak.  May have been an interesting long shot on better ground, and 

still worth a little look, but more likely to sulk in the mud. 
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